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The role of task-based education in developing language
competence among learners of Arabic as a second language (L2)
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-Abstract

The present study aims to highlight some of the criteria and

strategies adopted in teaching Arabic as a second language (L2),
especially the effects of task-based language teaching in developing
communicative competence, enriching the linguistic output of
learners, and helping them to practice the language in different
positions of communication in order to motivate them and build
linguistic awareness.
The study is based on the assumption that the development of
communicative competence stems from the involvement of learners in
meaningful language tasks. These tasks include realistic contexts
which help learner to practice language as used by the language
community outside the language classroom.

The empirical data were collected from the following
sources: analysis of textbooks approved in teaching Arabic as L2 at
Qalam Wa Lawh, a center for Arabic studies. Interviews with 20
teachers of Arabic (N= 20) between the age of 22 and 38. In addition,
a survey was conducted with 20 students (N=20) in order to obtain a
comprehensive understanding of how to construct communicative
competence in Arabic and to evaluate satisfaction with and benefits of
task-based education, as well as to identify any problems that prevent
efficiency. The results of the research showed that:

-Both teachers and learners prefer task-based methods in language
teaching.

-There was a disconnect between the expectations of teachers and
learners and the content of approved textbooks, particularly regarding
the type and presentation of educational content presented.

Keywords: task-based teaching - activities - communication -
development - language adequacy - Arabic language - second
language.
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